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Declaration of [NAME]

I, [name], am a member of The NewsGuild-CWA. As a member of that union, I benefit from its work preserving the quantity and quality of local news outlets throughout the country.

I live at [address].

I am employed as [job title and employer].  

[If this is applicable, it is nice, not essential] Many of my skills are usable in positions in other media outlets, such as [television stations, such as sales, graphics, journalism, etc.]

I regularly watch over the air television stations in my market, including XXXX, licensed to TEGNA Inc. (TEGNA) [if applicable] by means of subscribing to [cable company, satellite company, YouTube TV, Hulu+, etc.]   

I regularly watch news produced by local television stations, including XXXX. I rely on the news I consume from these outlets to remain aware of local issues in my community. This is especially important to me not just as a civic participant in my community, but also as one who works for a newsgathering organization with a professional need to be aware of local news and issues and how they are covered.
I understand that SGCI Holdings III LLC (Standard General) joined by Apollo Global Management, Inc. and other companies, has filed applications to acquire the television stations currently licensed to TEGNA.
I understand that Standard General intends to save costs by following the model of other group owners such as Sinclair and Nexstar of using a “national news desk” to create cookie-cutter programming it can distribute to all of its stations. This reduces the amount and quality of locally produced news through cutting job positions and other cost reduction measures. Nationally distributed media from “news desks” and from other national news sources cannot and will not substitute for local outlets coverage of local news and information that is important to civic life in my community. Robust local news organizations are especially important with respect to elections for local city, county and state offices, as national media do not cover local elections.    

I understand that one of the objectives of the complex transactions planned in connection with the proposed sale of TEGNA’s television stations is to force pay-TV operators to pay larger fees to retransmit TEGNA’s programming, and that these retransmission consent fees will inevitably be passed on to subscribers like me.  

Corporate consolidation in newspaper and broadcasting industries has been consistent in my experience and I believe that further broadcast and newspaper consolidation is extremely likely given the Federal Communications Commission’s increasingly lax ownership rules.

My experience is that when large group owners acquire more broadcasting or newspaper properties, the new ownership eliminates jobs. One effect of the reduction in job opportunities is that salaries are often lower or increase less rapidly. Reduction in job availability at television stations like XXXX provides fewer opportunities for me and others to find jobs with other employers.  It can also reduce salary levels throughout the local media market.

I will be harmed if the proposed sale of TEGNA is approved: 

First, consolidation in media ownership reduces the number of jobs in the media industry available to me, and will create downward pressure on salaries.

Second, as a customer of [pay TV provider listed above], I will incur increased costs attributable to the higher retransmission consent fees that Standard General intends to impose on pay TV providers. 

Third, these transactions, if consummated, affect me both as a news media professional and as a consumer of news, including the viewing of local television news. They would decrease the amount and quality of local news available to me, and also reduce my access to a diversity of perspectives on local issues.

This statement is true to my personal knowledge and is made under penalty of perjury of the laws of the United States of America.







____________________________







Name

Date: June XX, 2022
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