
August 20, 2021

We, the undersigned Meredith Union members, are aware that on Aug. 5, management announced a delay in its unilaterally imposed return-to-office 
date from Sept. 7 to Oct. 18, following pressure from our union.

However, we continue to ask that Meredith bargain in good faith over the decision to return to the office, by further delaying the company’s re-
turn-to-office date indefinitely, so that the union and the company can engage in meaningful bargaining over a return to office proposal as part 
of a complete contract. Under no circumstances will the union accept management trying to unlawfully force us to return to the office during 
a still dangerous and life-threatening pandemic. We will continue to take collective action. Our safety and that of our families depend on it.  

In a July 29 letter, the company said “the reason for work from home has passed.” Despite the spread of the Delta variant, Meredith 
management insisted as recently as our Aug. 4 bargaining session that employees would be required to return on Sept. 7. While the 
company’s belated postponement of the Sept. 7 return date constitutes progress, the company still has an obligation to bargain with us, 
its employees, over when it is safe to return to the office and what a safe return looks like.

We are calling on Tom Harty and Meredith management to respond to this petition by August 27, 2021. We look forward to hearing 
your response. 

Signed,

		 As of today: 
	 ●	� The Delta variant is more transmissible than Ebola or smallpox, 

and as contagious as chicken pox, per the CDC. 
	 ●	� Vaccinated individuals who are infected are contagious. 
	 ●	� We do not know how common it is for vaccinated individuals 

to become infected by the Delta variant. Anecdotal evidence 
suggests that sharing an elevator with or passing a contagious 
person in the hallway might be enough.

	 ●	 �Employees who are exposed at the office or while commuting 
put their children, who may be too young to receive the vaccine, 

and immunocompromised members of their household at risk. 
	 ●	� CDC internal documents recommend mask mandates for 

everyone (both vaccinated and unvaccinated) while in indoor 
public spaces.

	 ●	� Most recently, New York City mandated those fully vaccinated 
still wear masks indoors in areas of “substantial or high 
transmission” and will begin requiring proof of vaccination for 
indoor dining, gyms and performances. Los Angeles County also 
reimposed its mask mandate last month. 
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